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b y  J o s h  M e y e r ,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t

        The Board of Education has approved the hiring of Angela
Petersen to fulfill the duties of elementary principal for the
upcoming school year. I have served in that position for the past six
years, but in order to improve the elementary school and support
student needs, the Board determined that a separate position for
elementary principal is once again required. The Board has also
approved the hiring of Hannah Sallee as the Family & Consumer
Sciences teacher for next year. We are very excited to welcome
them both to our school family.

        About 20 years ago, the district began to see a decline in student
enrollment. This mirrored the decline in overall population in the
county at the time. The loss of enrollment forced budget cuts, staff
reductions, and put the district into somewhat of a survival mode.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

CLUB GROUP PICTURES
March 23rd

Yearbook pictures for all clubs and groups during
LS and after lunch.  See Mrs. Benhke for details.

CPL MUSICAL FESTIVAL
March 8th @ 9:00 am

For JH / HS Band and Choir.

NO SCHOOL
March 11th

NO SCHOOL / MUSIC FESTIVAL
March 2nd @ All Day

CAREER DAY
March 3rd @ All Day

NO SCHOOL / TEACHER WORK DAY
March 4th @ All Day

JH SCHOLARS BOWL
March 7th

CPL at Ellinwood.

SPRING BREAK
March 14th - 18th

No school Students. No school Staff.

DADDY DAUGHTER DANCE
March 27th @ 3:00pm - 5:00 pm

In the Main Gym, hosted by Rec.  Contact Rec for
more details.

PROM CLEAN UP
March 27th @ 6:00 pm

Junior Parents & Junior Students help clean up Prom
in Main Gym.

DECORATE FOR PROM
March 24th @ After school

Parents and Students help to decorate for Prom.

JUNIOR / SENIOR PROMENADE
March 26th @ 7:30 pm

Promenade starts at 7:30 pm.  Photos at 8:00 pm. 
 Dance from 8:30 pm - 11:30 pm.

SPRING PICTURE DAY
March 23rd

For Pre-K through 6th grade only.

DECORATE FOR PROM
March 25th @ All Day

Parents and Students help to decorate for Prom.



SUPERINTENDENT NEWS

       Enrollment has remained pretty steady for the
last decade. However, the Quivira water right
impairment issue came to a head several years
ago. The potential devastating economic impact
on our community has stifled most thoughts of
future improvements or growth.
 
     Then two years ago, the global Covid pandemic
threw a wrench into everything. This was a
difficult situation with no clear right answers.
Regardless, our focus was limited to what was
needed to keep kids in school and keep the doors
open.

      These situations have all made it very difficult
to think long-term and focus on the future of our
district. These are serious issues; some with no
clear resolution. However, the need to plan for the
future does not go away because we have
challenges.

    Realizing this, the Board of Education has
begun the process of developing a long-term plan
for school district improvement. Gary Sechrist
with the Kansas Association of School Boards
worked with around 50 people including parents,
community members, and parents to get input for
this improvement plan. The group met two
evenings recently and provided valuable feedback
to the Board and school district staff. Over the
next couple of months, the Board and staff will
work to develop a long-term improvement plan.

     I feel very proud of what we do here in our
school district. We have a great staff that does
their best to meet the needs of every student.
Feedback from parents and patrons backs this up.
While we can be proud of our district, it is also
important to recognize that there is always room
for improvement. 

     Legislators are hard at work in Topeka this time
of year. Since K-12 education is such a large
portion of the state’s budget, it is a focus of
legislation every year. One bill you may have
heard about has to do with “parents’ rights.” There
is a lot of information in the bill, but essentially it
would require school districts and teachers to post
all instructional materials online. The selling point
is to give parents access to curricular materials. 
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The reality is that any parent can review any of
this information now upon request. The amount
of time, effort, and cost associated with posting all
of this information would be immense. There is
also a bill that would require school districts
accept out-of-district students. Another bill would
force schools to accept homeschool or virtual
school students in their athletic and activity
programs.

   What is frustrating about some of this
legislation is the encroachment on local control
and excessive government mandates. I hope that
our legislators will ultimately see that people
generally want decisions made at the local level.
We have elected 7 people to make these decisions
based on the needs in our community as opposed
to the party politics in Topeka.
  
    As always, if you’d like to visit about any of
these topics or have other questions or concerns, I
can be reached at 620-549-3564 or
meyerj@usd350.com. I am proud to be a Tiger
and proud to serve USD 350 with Purpose,
Passion, and Pride.

M o r g a n  S e n d  o f f  t o  S t a t e  W r e s t l i n g

mailto:meyerj@usd350.com
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STUDENT MOMENTS

D e l i v e r i n g  C o o k i e s

VALENTINE'S DAY DELIVERY
b y  B r a n d o n  H e n k l e

       KAYS delivered Valentine's Day cookies to
teachers.  Pictured:  Elijah, Connor and Hunter
pictured, all seniors.

FB HIGHLIGHTS
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The junior high scholars bowl team has been busy the past few weeks. The teams have attended
contests in Ellinwood, Otis-Bison, LaCrosse and our own home meet. Although they have only
brought one place home they have competed very well. 

Our home meet was successful with 6 other varsity teams attending. JH JV team got 2nd at
Lacrosse Scholars Bowl on March 1st. Members are Jenny Gracia, Ixik Mawhirter, Garrett
Dunn, and William Martin.

Monday, March 7th will be the CPL meet at Ellinwood.

JH SCHOLARS BOWL
b y  M r s .  F e r i l ,  C l u b  S p o n s o r

CLUB NEWS
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    Recently Ida Long Goodman Library donated some Spanish / Hispanic magazines to the Spanish classes. 
 The students enjoyed browsing through the magazines and reading the articles, advertisements and news. The
Spanish classes are grouped into teams of 3 to 5 members.  Each team was assigned to create their own Spanish
magazine.  They were supposed to create something entertaining, relevant to the hispanic culture and they
were to use as much Spanish as they could without using outside help to translate.  You can visit
www.maestramixon.com  to read and view each of the digital magazines.

CLASSROOM HIGHLIGHTS

b y  M r s .  M i x o n ,  S p a n i s h  L a n g u a g e  A i d e

STUDENTS DESIGN AND CREATE
SPANISH MAGAZINES
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    The second semester 7th grade computer students designed and created slideshows using Google
Slides.  Visit  www.maestramixon.com  to view their slideshows online.

CLASSROOM HIGHLIGHTS

b y  M r s .  M i x o n ,  C o m p u t e r  C l a s s

7TH GRADERS DESIGN SLIDESHOWS
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CLASSROOM HIGHLIGHTS

    The class learned how to create business websites for their own 'business'.  They learned how to put together
design branding guidelines, such as choosing fonts, colors, and graphics.  From there they designed their logo,
business cards, grand opening flyers and 5 page websites to promote or run their 'business'.

b y  M r s .  M i x o n ,  C o m p u t e r  C l a s s

7TH GRADERS CREATE BUSINESS
WEBSITES

b y  J e r i c h o  M a w h i r t e r

b y  L i l l y  B r u m m e r
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CLASSROOM HIGHLIGHTS

b y  I x i k  M a w h i r t e r b y  L i l l y  B r u m m e r
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CLASSROOM HIGHLIGHTS

b y  A l l i s o n  L o p e z
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Tiger Coffee Shop opens March 7th and will also be open during Parent Teacher conferences.

TIGER COFFEE SHOP OPENS MARCH 7TH
b y  M r s .  P a t t e r s o n

FACS NEWS
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Real baby weekend experiences have been taking place in the last three weekends and students
have been exposed to taking care of a computerized baby with feeding diapering rocking
burping and other issues a really good fact check whether or not you want to be a parent at this
stage in your life lots of fun stories and frustration.

PARENTING AND FAMILY STUDIES
b y  M r s .  P a t t e r s o n

FACS NEWS
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Congratulations to our 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th grade musicians on their outstanding performances
at the St. John Music Invitational today! Our students were wonderful representatives for our
school and community.  For those unfamiliar with music ratings, here is a brief overview. The
judge uses a rubric to score various musical elements. Each element is worth a specific number
of points and the point total determines the final rating. The ratings range between 1 and 5, with
a 1 being the top rating.    Our results from today:

CONGRATULATIONS MUSICIANS!
b y  M r .  M a c  K n i g h t

MUSIC FESTIVAL

St. John Jr/Sr High Band - 1
St. John 5th/6th Choir - 1
St. John JH Choir - 2
Mia Meyer (Vocal) - 1
MiKaela Ridgel (Vocal) - 2
DJ Barney (Piano) - 1
Aaron Llanas (Clarinet) - 1
Kalla Foote (Flute) - 2

Lainey Peterson (Clariner) - 1
Liam Knight (Trombone) - 1
Emmett Delp (Trumpet) - 1
Juan Lozano (Trumpet) - 1
Abigail Herrera (Trumpet) - 1
Rafael Gonzalez (Alto Sax) - 1
Ryer Ward (Piano) - 1
DJ Barney (Mallet) - 1

Phenomenal ratings come from a ton of hard work! A huge thank you goes out to our school
staff for making the festival run so smoothly. And thank you to our accompanists, Mrs. Linda
Hiebert and Mrs. Pam Turner, for the gift of their time and talent to help our students!
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PTO NEWS
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LIBRARY NEWS

This popular fundraiser for Friends of the Ida Long Goodman Memorial Library is back in April!
Mark your calendars now to attend Quarter Bingo. Each game starts at a minimum of $20 in
cash prizes thanks to our local business sponsors. Games are 25¢ per card per game...so bring the
piggy bank with those quarters. 

Games start at 2 pm in the Community Room of the library on April 24th. 

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY QUARTER
BINGO IS BACK IN APRIL!

b y  M r s .  L a u r a  D a v i s
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    Whether we like it or not, we have a pandemic that we have been fighting for much longer than
we have had to deal with Covid-19. This pandemic is teen vaping using some type of electronic
delivery device. Vaping has been in our schools for some time now and is not isolated to St. John
by any means. As I talk with my colleagues in other schools, I find that it is a frustration and
challenge everywhere. One of our main frustrations is that the devices used by teens are made and
marketed for teen use. They are available in many flavors (cheesecake, orange soda, mint,
chocolate, etc.) and the devices are easy to conceal. The age requirements to purchase the device
or the “pods” is 18 throughout Kansas and 21 in parts of the state but as you know, teens are
finding a way to get them.

VAPING: THE ‘OTHER’
PANDEMIC

b y  B l a i n  W h i t e ,  H S  P r i n c i p a l

C O N T I N U E D  O N  N E X T  P A G E

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

     My concern is for the student and
their health. Vaping puts high
concentrations of nicotine into the
body in a short period of time. That
nicotine is highly addictive and can
slow brain development in teens and
affect memory, concentration,
learning, self-control, attention, and
mood. Nicotine addiction has been
linked to depression and increased
suicidal thoughts in teens. It also
increases the risk of other types of
addiction later in life.

    Below is an excerpt from the
student handbook concerning use of
such devices.

TOBACCO AND NICOTINE
DELIVERY DEVICES Use and/or
possession of any tobacco product or
nicotine delivery device by students
is prohibited in any district facility;
in school vehicles; at school-
sponsored, activities, programs, or
events; and on school owned or
operated property. Administrators
may report students who are in
violation of this policy to law
enforcement, 
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Notify law enforcement on every offense. Law enforcement will determine whether or not
to file a case against the student (which would require the parent to appear in court if the
student is under 18 years old).
The term of the In-School Suspension will be extended until 4:00, instead of releasing
students at 3:20 when school is dismissed  
The parents will still be contacted by the school in all instances.  
Students may also be required to complete a substance abuse course while at school.
If law enforcement suspects tampering (adding THC or other narcotics) to the pod or
device, it will be tested. Positive results will result in long term expulsion.

as appropriate. For the purposes of this policy, “nicotine delivery device” means any device
that can be used to deliver nicotine to the person inhaling from the device. Such definition
shall include, but may not be limited to, any electronic cigarette, cigar, cigarillo, pipe, or
personal vaporizer.

      Up to this point the consequences for use or possession of such device have been In-School
Suspension and contacting parents on the first offense. Subsequent offenses are given a longer
suspension, parents contacted and law enforcement contacted. If a student is a participant in
extracurricular activities, there are additional consequences that are applied in every offense.
      
Consequences from this point forward will be:

 

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

   I know that many parents have the
same concerns as we have at school.
I believe that if we all work together
we can make a difference. There are
a lot of articles and web sites
available for parents concerning
vaping, and what to know about it.
A quick Google search will overload
you with information. Throughout
this newsletter there are a few
different graphics to help you but I
encourage you to search for
resources and talk to you teen, even
if you know they aren’t involved in
it. Communication is key. If you
have any questions, please feel free
to contact me.
 

-  B l a i n  W h i t e  -  H S  P r i n c i p a l
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PURPOSE   PASSION   PRIDE

SOCIAL

www.usd350.com

@stjohntigers

irvinem@usd350.com

ST. JOHN HUDSON USD 350

CONTACT

INFORMATION

MAILING / LOCATION

505 N Broadway, St. John, KS 67576
5th & Monroe Street

JOSH MEYER

Superintendent

meyerj@usd350.com

PHONE

FAX

(620) 549 - 3564

(620) 549 - 3964

MARLA IRVINE

Board Treasurer

BOARD OF EDUCATION

Derek Foote, President

Carl Behr, Vice President

Darin Brummer

Vance Fisher

Raymond Long

Debby Waddle

Shawn Ward
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ALISA FISHER

Board Clerk

fishera@usd350.com

ST. JOHN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Josh Meyer, Principal

Marla Irvine, Secretary

Blain White, Principal

Stephanie Smith, Secretary

Jennifer Fischer, Secretary

ST. JOHN JR / SR HIGH SCHOOL

(620) 549 - 3227, Phone

Laura Davis, Director

LIBRARY

Pat Crissman, Clerk

Our mission is to ensure that
students will find their

purpose and become
successful, lifelong learners

and positive contributors in a
changing world.

Lisa Cornwell, CTE Coordinator

SCHOOL NURSE

Mark Bryant, Clerk

U s e  y o u r  s m a r t p h o n e
c a m e r a  t o  s c a n .
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